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Japan wi || have a new era soon. When the Emperor of Japan

abdicates (steps down) on April 30, the Heisei era will
come to an end. On May 1, his son, the Crown Prince, will
become the next Emperor. That will be the beginning of
the “Reiwa” era. The government announced the name
yesterday morning. [t comes from the Manyoshu, the oldest
col lection of Japanese poems. This 1s a change from the
past. Other era names have come from Chinese. “Reika”
means ~“good fortune” and “peace.” May the new era bring

everyone good fortune and peace!
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